
 

 

 A Pastoral Council meeting was held on March 1, 2022 at 7 p.m. in the school 

library.  Present were Fr. Joe, Fr. Peter, President Nancy Timbrell, Vice-President Mary 

Corrigan, Secretary Betty Lasker, Roland Baikal, and Dan Sabia.  Excused from the 

meeting were Fr. Michael, Rafal Szczygła, Elaine Pavasaris, Paul Miano and Tom Sullivan.  

Guests attending were John Thorpe, Business Manager for the Parish and Lynn Misteri, 

president of the Ladies Guild.   

 Lynn Misteri presented an overview of the Ladies Guild.  For the last 83 years, the 

guild has been an organization of women from the parish with the goal of fostering 

fellowship and promoting religious, educational and social functions that support the 

good of the parish. The guild is involved with such initiatives as supporting the 

Friendship Center, providing scholarships for current St. Paul students, and donating 

funds to help with specific parish expenses.  The guild is open to any woman in the 

parish. 

 John Thorpe provided a financial and facilities update for the parish and school.  

He reported that the budget for the parish has been submitted to the archdiocese as 

required and that the budget for the school in currently being developed. He 

highlighted the newly formed facilities committee which has been tasked with assessing 

the needs of our parish facility, making recommendations to Fr. Joe and securing bids 

for needed work.  The parish is in the process of updating our contract with Systems 

Integration, the company that will continue to maintain but also assess and recommend 

upgrades to our technology system.  John went on the report that within the school, 

lockers will be replaced this summer and an intercom/phone system will be installed.  Jill 

Conaway is also working with the Berlin Police officer assigned to the school along with 

a couple of parishioners who have a security background to assess and provide 

recommendations for a comprehensive safety plan for the school.  

 Fr. Joe discussed the Helping Hands ministry and reported that every parishioner 

over the age of 80 received a letter outlining the Helping Hands program. He indicated 

that between 8 and 10 people have been identified as individuals requesting some type 

of assistance.  He went on to report that the parish netted over $25,000 from the St. 

Roch raffle and received unanimous support from council members to continue our 

participation next year. St. Paul’s ministry fair will once again occur on Pentecost 

weekend in an effort to highlight and generate interest in the many ministries at St. 

Pauls. 

 Nancy Timbrell reported on the success of the Hot Stuff Collection and the Angel 

Tree collections.  The parish continues to be extremely generous in supporting these 

initiatives. The Lenten collection this year will focus on the Prudence Crandall Center, 

Family Promise  and the Underground.  A presentation will be offered on March 16th 

entitled “Underground of New England” which will focus on the horrors of sex and labor 

trafficking. Details will be forthcoming. 



 

 

 Father Joe outlined the schedule for the season of Lent, a copy of which was 

mailed to each family in the parish.  He encouraged all who are able to attend.  He went 

on the report that the scripture study group has between 50 and 60 participants. The 

adult Confirmation Program has 1 individual enrolled; the men’s groups, “That Man Is 

You” and the Friday morning breakfast groups are up and running.  Lynn Misteri spoke 

about the newly formed Women of Faith group and encouraged all women in the parish 

to try it out.  

 The closing prayer was offered by Fr. Joe. 

  


